 CITY OF AVA, MISSOURI

PLANNING/ZONING COMMISSION

October 18, 2011
6:30 p.m.

1.  Call to Order/open public hearing:

Lane Lakey called to order and opened the public hearing. 
2.  Roll Call of Commission by Board Secretary, Lane Lakey.
     Members present: Lane Lakey, Jack Hamer 
     Members absent: Josh Wilber, Jamie Dry, Scott Stark

     City staff present: Director of Development, Janice Lorrain, Administrative Assistant, Vickie Williams
3.  Minutes of September 2011 minutes approved by motion from Jack Hamer and seconded by Lane Lakey.  Motion carried.
4.  Lot-split/consolidation: Fred Johnson:  Mr. Johnson would like to purchase a lot from Mr. Ike Rhodes. It is a 30 foot wide irregular strip that opens to a full lot and he believes that a lot-split is not necessary as it is its own lot.  
The question is, "Is there a need for a lot consolidation?"
 The Commission urged Mr. Johnson to do some research before he purchases the lot and the Commission wants to search the codes as well. Several questions were raised on this issue so the Commission tabled the item for the time being. 
5.  Accessory buildings:  This issue has recently come up.  There has been a complaint on 2 properties located on NE 14th Street. Property owners are Shannon and Verna Willhaus and Casey and Heather Pierce.  Verna Willhaus attended the meeting tonight.

The Willhaus' have a storage building on their property that measures about 5 feet from the property line.
In the city codes, the Accessory building section is not really defined.
The issue is this:  How practical is it to ask these property owners to move the buildings if it has been there for years?  
Jack Hamer explained that the purpose of the ordinance should be more to keep an eye on things going up, making sure they are more in compliance with the city code. Compliance as determined by the City Inspector.

He also suggested that the rule be left as it is and that we require the neighbor (complainant) to have a current survey done on the property and that if we are going to require a survey, it should be spelled out somewhere.

The Commission was in agreement to that the Willhaus' do not have to move their building at this time.
6.  Garage Sales:  The City is looking at rewriting the Garage sale ordinance and the question was raised as to whether garage sales should only be allowed in residential districts or should it be expanded outside of residential?  No decision was made at this time.
7. New Commissioners: The procedure to appoint a new member, according to Code, is to appoint in the interim and then in the April elections the Mayor shall officially appoint the new member, with the approval of the aldermen.   Motion was made by Lane Lakey and seconded by Jack Hamer, to appoint Jeff Davis to the commission.  Motion carried.
8.  December rezonings:
 2 properties owned by Doug and Margie Ingram being located on SE 8th Street.
Additional business:

No additional business.
10.  Adjourn:  Motion to adjourn was made by Jack Hamer and seconded by Lane Lakey.  Motion carried.
