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CITY OF AVA, MISSOURI

BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING

CITY HALL 127 SW 2ND AVE.

August 19, 2014
5:00   P.M.

PRESENT:  Present members were: Mayor Eddie Maggard, Alderman Keith Jones, Alderman Burrely Loftin, Alderman Billy Long, Alderman David Norman, Attorney Larry Tyrrell, City Clerk Suzanne Welsh, Director of Development Janice Lorrain, Administrative Director Peggy Porter, Police Chief Reggie Johnson, Building Inspector Kurtis McGee, Patrol Officer Tim Stewart.
GUESTS:    An attendance register was provided for guests to sign.

I.
CALL TO ORDER:    The August 19, 2014 meeting of the City of Ava Board of Aldermen was called to order by Mayor Eddie Maggard.

II.
Roll call of Aldermen read by City Clerk.  Those aldermen present were:  Burrely Loftin, Keith Jones, David Norman, & Billy Long.

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   None were presented.

IV.
APPROVAL OR AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA:  No agenda was given.
V.
PUBLIC ADDRESS TO THE BOARD: 
             Representatives from DNR was present to continue the discussion that was ongoing from the phone conversation August 14, 2014. Steve Sturgess and Darleen Groner from DNR spoke to the board about the City's options for Well # 7. Steve mentioned that he had been in touch with John Forrester, P.E. Monday August 18th discussing issues concerning not going forth with the chlorination process. Alderman Billy Long spoke about chlorine being a hazardous material and was not in favor of allowing it into the public water system. Steve Sturgess repeated a lot of the conversation that was mentioned on the phone conference and did not steer away from the idea that the city needed to move forward with Well #7 and chlorinate it. Steve listed several states where the whole state had to chlorinate with no other options. Alderman Long tried to explain why our water source was different than some of the other states. Steve Sturgess mentioned again how water can get contaminated and that the chlorination system was the greatest public health advancement of them all and recommended chlorination regardless.

       Alderman Keith Jones talked about Ava's clean water, how we cooperated with DNR

to have tests run, and that everyone was paid for the work that was completed. The letters from DNR mentioned how rare it was for a well that deep to be contaminated with E. coli. Alderman Keith Jones recognized that there may be a need in the future to increase the public water system but for now there did not seem to be such a demand that would justify chlorination at this time. 

      Alderman Burrely Loftin mentioned capping the well, flush it out periodically and see if it could be used in the future. Alderman David Norman agreed with Burrely Loftin and the other Aldermen regarding not chlorinating, keeping the well for later use and they understood that the City would have to pay back the unused portion of the grant money. Steve Sturgess said that it would have to be maintained according to DNR's guidelines in order to be used again. A legal contract between the City of Ava and DNR would have to be drawn up. Darleen Groner answered the question about paying back the portion of the grant money that had already been spent. She said that in the grant agreement on line #13 it says that if the City decides to sell the well to another public entity the grant funding would have to be returned. As for the city keeping the well and using it at a later time, the grant money will not need to be returned. 

      The process of purchasing equipment and special fabricated material has already started so the city will have to pay for the cost of labor and materials out of its own budget and refund the unused portion, approximately $79,000.00. Steve Sturgess gave his final opinion that the well should be put into production and use the chlorination system but he said that he could not force the city to make that choice. As decisions were made by the aldermen, Steve Sturgess said that if the City has four bad tests on any public water system within a 12 month period then DNR can force the city to chlorinate without option.
Motion was made to put the well aside for a future date based on a plan agreement to be made between DNR and the City of Ava bound by a legal contract and to stop all processes of chlorination. First motion was made by Billy Long seconded by Burrely Loftin. Motion carried. All were in favor.
VII.
 ADJOURNMENT:

Motion to adjourn meeting made by Bill Long seconded by David Norman. motion carried. All were in favor.


Minutes submitted by:

Suzanne Welsh, City Clerk  _________________

______________  Approved by Board of Aldermen

______________  Amended or corrected by Board of Aldermen

____________________         

Mayor Eddie Maggard

