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CITY OF AVA, MISSOURI

BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING

CITY HALL 127 S.W. 2nd Ave.

November 13, 2014
6:00   P.M.

Draft: Closed session minutes will not be official until approved at the next regularly scheduled   meeting of the Board of Aldermen.
PRESENT:  Present members were: Mayor Eddie Maggard, Alderman Keith Jones, Alderman Billy Long, Alderman Burrely Loftin,  Alderman David Norman, Attorney Larry Tyrrell, City Clerk Suzanne Welsh, Director of Development Janice Lorrain, Administrative Director Peggy Porter,  Building Inspector Kurtis McGee, Officer Dwayne Butterworth. Police Chief Reggie Johnson was absent.
GUESTS:    An attendance register was provided for guests to sign.

I.
CALL TO ORDER:    The November 13, 2014 meeting of the City of Ava Board of Aldermen was called to order by Mayor Eddie Maggard. 

II.
Roll call of Aldermen: Aldermen present were:  Burrely Loftin, Keith Jones, David Norman, and Billy Long. 

III.      APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   Minutes of  October 28, 2014  Board of Aldermen meeting  were sent to Aldermen for review prior to the meeting. Motion to approve minutes was made by Billy Long and seconded by Burrely Loftin. Motion carried. All in favor.
IV.
APPROVAL OR AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA:  Motion was made to amend the agenda by Keith Jones and seconded by Burrely Loftin. Motion carried. All were in favor. The amendment was for a motion to approve maintenance truck purchase.
V.
     PUBLIC ADDRESS TO THE BOARD: Lora Umphenour, representing Missourians 4 Protection of Animals & district leader for the Humane Society, asked to address the board of aldermen regarding the animal pound. She shared information she received from a phone call to the Department of Agriculture and what she felt the animal control officers were doing in violation of state law. She spoke about not having good communication with the animal control officers and regarding one of our city employees not cooperating or wanting volunteers at the animal pound. After several minutes of letting her speak, the aldermen told her about an email that was sent with false information about the animal pound and the animal control employee. She was told that volunteers were allowed to go to the pound and walk the dogs or take photo's for adoption. The decision that was made in prior closed meeting sessions was to have the volunteers present only when an animal control employee was present and they would post their schedule so that the volunteers would know when they were going to be at the pound. Caryn Fox asked to speak to the board and told them who she was and that a couple of years ago she asked to help volunteer at the pound. She thanked the city for purchasing the new animal pound facility and wanted to make sure the volunteers could continue to go and walk the animals and be allowed to go in and help. She also requested that the city change regulations to allow for time to post and adopt out the animals so they do not have to be euthanized.    
VI.      ORDER OF BUSINESS:  

            A.    Unfinished business: 
            B.     Reports of special boards, committees & city officers
1. Administrative Director Peggy Porter discussed reports that she emailed out to the aldermen earlier to review. There were new formats to show cash balances  the auditors put together. The difference was at the bottom of the report helping to focus on reserve money. The auditors would like to see the city have at least three months operating expense in reserve. The last three pages of the report shows the numbers and a formula was given to show how the amounts were figured. Auditors will give their survey report at the  December 9, 2014 board of aldermen meeting.

2. Director of Development Janice Lorrain presented seven qualification packets from architects that responded to the city's ad for request of qualifications. The aldermen examined the provided material and narrowed it down to three. The companies chosen were GHN, SAPP, and Butler Rosenbury. The aldermen would like to have the three chosen architects come to the November 25, 2014 council meeting to give a presentation giving them a chance to meet with them and choose one that has the best qualifications.

     She spoke to the aldermen about changes needed on the building permit ordinance section 18-37. It needed an expiration date of 1 year and a paragraph removed about fees. A change was also made  to remove the word duplicate copy.
3. City Clerk Suzanne Welsh presented a bid to the aldermen for a lift station requested by the water/sewer department. Independent Electrics first bid was figured wrong and asked to re figure. They did not complete the request made by Supervisor Jeff Coffer so he only had a single bid from West Plains Electric. The cost of the panel was $6,423.00 and an additional $700.00 for installation and start-up. A motion was made to approve the bid from West Plains Electric by Burrely Loftin and seconded by Keith Jones. Motion carried. All were in favor.

Supervisor Rick Graham and Alderman Keith Jones drove to Willow Springs to look at a truck for the maintenance department located at Bailey's Chevrolet/GMC dealership. The truck was a 2004 extended cab ¾ ton 4 wheel drive. It has a gasoline engine with 45,000 miles. It was priced at $13,500.00  

The truck had been cleaned and detailed. The dealership is repairing a break line  leak and will take care of the surface rust that was visible while inspecting the truck. A motion to purchase the truck from Bailey's was made by Burrely Loftin and seconded by David Norman. Motion carried. All were in favor. 
4. Airport director David Davidson addressed the board with updates on the airport. He mentioned that there were trees that needed to be cut down and removed. This was one of the recommendations from MODOT and FAA along with pilots complaining about the trees. He gave an overview of improvements  and needs  he felt the city should focus upon. In a months time, around 20 to 30 planes fly in and out of the Ava Bill Martin Memorial Airport and the strongest need was pilots wanting a fuel station. David felt if the airport had a fuel station then more planes would fly into the airport. There are other improvements needed at the airport, including remodeling hangers and extending/repaving the runway. Ray Davidson and his students have worked on projects at the airport and are continuing to meet the demands of the pilots by installing outside receptacles so  planes will have an outlet to charge their batteries. Ray had mentioned that a used AWOS system was taken down from another airport that had upgraded their weather system and although this system needed a transmitter and a few pieces were broken, it was priced at $4,300.00 and a new system would cost around $70,000.00. The Ava Airport could use a local weather system so pilots can get a current measure on wind speed, and have frequent current weather reports for our area. Ray felt the AWOS system could be located close to the wind sock and an estimated cost of around $5,000.00 to $8,000.00 total cost would complete the system. Aldermen Burrely Loftin mentioned that he had visited with David Martin who was wanting to put up a new sign at the entrance of the airport and was going to use material out of brick, weather resistant stainless steel along with dark blue ceramic tile for the Bill Martin Memorial sign. David Davidson said that the sign will be upgraded to add that Bill Martin was an Ava High school graduate. 
VII.     READING OF BILLS (PROPOSED ORDINANCES) AND RESOLUTIONS: 

      Ordinance # 970 title was read by City Clerk Suzanne Welsh. Motion to approve was made by Billy Long and seconded by David Norman. Motion carried. All were in favor. A second reading was given by City Clerk and a motion was made to approve by Keith Jones and seconded by Burrely Loftin. Motion carried. All were in favor.        
     Ordinance #971 title was read by City Clerk Suzanne Welsh. Motion to approve was made by Billy Long and seconded by Keith Jones. Motion Carried all were in favor. A second reading was given by City Clerk and a motion was made to approve by Burrely Loftin and seconded by David Norman. Motion carried. All were in favor.  
VIII.     MAYOR & ALDERMEN'S COMMENTS:Alderman Billy Long talked about the meeting on Monday, November 10th at the MOCH center. The meeting was to address issues that would come up if a possible case of Ebola was to be diagnosed in Douglas County and how it was to be handled.         Alderman Billy Long talked about AWOS system for the airport along with Ray Davidson in David Davidson's address to the council. 

     Aldermen Burrely Loftin addressed an issue where water was found in gas that was used in a small engine machine. There was no gas in the tank before MFA filled it up. There may have been gas in a container that may have water in it. They will have MFA check the tank. Alderman Loftin mentioned about brush being cut and that if is not dealt with, we may see another bad winter with trees on the power lines from ice storms, ect. 

IX.    MOTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION was made by David Norman and seconded by Burrely Loftin. Motion carried. All were in favor. 

X.    ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn meeting made by Billy Long and seconded by Burrely Loftin. Motion carried. All were in favor.

Minutes submitted by:

Suzanne Welsh, City Clerk  _________________

                                                _____________  Approved by Board of Aldermen

                                                _____________  Amended or corrected by Board of Aldermen

____________________         

Mayor Eddie Maggard


